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he had one other object to live for, and to this he now
devoted all his attention.

None recognized better than he the evils that afflicted
Poland as a direct consequence of the elective system of
monarchy. The history of the country, and the example
of other lands, proclaimed to him the superior advantages
of a dynastic system. He had trained his eldest son to
succeed him, and he strove by every means in his power
to provide for that succession while he was still alive.
His first effort was directed towards an alliance with
Austria, in order that his son might have the powerful
support of the Emperor. In this he was disappointed.
The promised match with Leopold's daughter fell
through; and instead his son married the daughter of
Philip of Neuville. The bride was not pleasing to' the
Queen, and the King's private life was embittered by
constant quarrels between his wife and his heir. His
open desire to ensure the succession to James provided his
enemies with a ready weapon, and set his Senate eternally
at cross purposes. So bitterly did he resent the attitude
of the senators that in 1689 he prepared to abdicate, but
the unanimous and openly-expressed desire of the lesser
nobility, ever his most ardent champions, had the efiect
of restraining him. His death was followed by a bitter
wrangle between the Queen and James Sobiesla, which
ended in James driving his mother and her supporters
from Zolkiew, literally at the cannon's mouth. The cause
of this quarrel, it may be remarked, was the division of
the King's treasure.

James Sobieski was the father of that Princess Clemen-
tina who married the elder Pretender and was the mother
of Charles Edward Stuart.
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